Questions to consider for To Kill a Mockingbird, Chapters 1-11
Chapter 1

· What do you learn in this chapter about Maycomb, Atticus Finch and his family? 
We learn that Maycomb is a mall Southern town in Alabama. There are few secrets in this old small town, "Maycomb was an old town, but it was a tired old town when I first knew it". The town is segregated by both color and, to an extent, socio-economic class. The people with more money live in the town. The poorer people live on farms in the country.
Atticus is a Lawyer who is bringing his two children up. Their mother has died (we find out later) and Atticus "was related by blood or marriage to nearly every family in the town." We learn about Scout (Jean Louise) through the voice of her narration. She is around 6 years old and her brother Jem is 10.
· What do you learn about Dill’s character?

Dill visits his aunt in the summers. He is is a little older than Scout, quite short for his age, has an active imagination, and exhibits a strong sense of adventure. Dill is from Meridian, Mississippi. He is the only child Scout and Jem know that has seen movies like Dracula.
· What, briefly, has happened to Arthur “Boo” Radley?
· Why does the Radley place fascinate Scout, Jem and Dill?

The Radley house is covered in mystery. Boo Radley and the goings on of his family have become the stuff of ghost stories. Everything in the house is a secret. Naturally, being children, Scout and Jem hold the house with both fascination and fear. Is Boo really a monster who dines on squirrels? Questions like this make the children want to see and meet Boo.
· What do you notice about the narrative voice and viewpoint in the novel? 
The point of view in the novel is from Scout. She is an adult when telling the story and she is looking back on the memories of her childhood. She is telling the story in 3rd person and since she is older, has a more mature view of what she did when she was younger.
Chapter 2

· Why is Scout so looking forward to starting school?

Scout has spent hours watching the school-children from her treehouse, longing to be with them at school and now she finally will be
· Why does Jem not want anything to do with Scout at school? Is his behavior typical of an older child?

Jem doesn't want anything to do with Scout at school because he is four grades older than she is, and it wouldn't be cool to hang with your little sister. His behavior is typical of an older child
· What do you think of Miss Caroline Fisher as a teacher? Can you find qualities which would make her good or not so good at her job? 

Miss Fisher is someone who is not from Maycomb which puts her at a disadvantage. She does not know nor understand the way of children in such a poor town. I feel it was wrong of her to discourage Scout from reading with her father at night. Although she was trying to be kind to Walter Cunningham, her ignorance brought him shame.
Chapter 3

· Who is Calpurnia? What is her place in the Finch household?
Calpurnia is Atticus's maid and works as a nanny for the two children. She is a African American but by staying with the Finch's, she gets treated better than most African American's in this time period. Throughout the story she tries to teach hard headed Scout to become a "Lady"
· What is Walter Cunningham like? What does his behavior during lunch suggest about his home life?

Walter Cunningham is a very shy and poor 1st grade student. He does not have money to go to town and get lunch and also does not bring a lunch to school. This causes a problem with Miss Caroline. After getting in trouble for trying to help Walter, Scout and Jem invite him to their house for lunch.
During lunch at the Finch house, Walter asks for syrup. He then poors lots of syrup all over his food. This tells the reader that having syrup is a special treat for him. This again lets the reader in on the fact that Walter is from a poor household.
· What do you think of the way Atticus treats Walter?

Atticus talks to Walter about farming as if Walter was an adult. This must mean that Walter has quite a bit of responsibility at home helping his family take care of the farm. Walter has had to grow-up too fast and does not have time to be a kid.
· Does Scout learn anything from Walter’s visit? What do you think this is?

Scouts learns that the Cunningham family has much less money than the Finch family does. Walter piling all this food onto his plate symbolizes to Scout that possibly he may not be fed enough food at home; however Scouts learns to accept others such as Walter even though they may not be as well off.
· Atticus says that you never really understand a person “until you climb into his skin and walk around in it”. What does this mean? Is it an easy thing for Scout to learn? (In the last chapter of the novel, Scout repeats this, but she changes “skin” to “shoes”—this is probably not a mistake: Harper Lee suggests that Scout cannot clearly recall exactly what Atticus said and when, but the reader can check this!)

This means that Scout needs to look at the world from another person's point of view. Someone may see something differently than she does. This is a very hard lesson for Scout because she is so young.
· What do you learn in this chapter about the Ewells? 
In this chapter we learn that the Ewells live in a small house out by the town dump. They are very poor and uneducated. Each year the children show-up to school for only the first day. They do not come back to school the rest of the year. Burris is in Scout's class and gets very angry at Miss Caroline when she tries to send him home to wash his hair when she sees a "cootie". 
We also learn that Mr. Ewell is a drunk. He spends all his money on alcohol instead of feeding or taking care of his children.
Chapter 4

· What does Scout think of current fashions in education?

Scout thought that the current education methods were not good-- she felt like her education was basically stealing years of her precious life, and that she "was being cheated out of something," as pg.37
· What superstitions do the children have in connection with the Radley house?

Jem believes that touching Radley property equals death. Jem passionately stated, "Don't you know you're not supposed to even touch the trees over there? You'll get killed if you do!" This was after Scout's gum discovery.
· Why do the children make Boo’s story into a game?
The children were just bored and innocent. They didn't realize they were doing anything wrong.
· What do they do in this game? Do you think the game is an accurate version of what happens in the Radleys’ home?

Dill, Jem, and Scout participate in a re-enactment of Boo's life, including Mr. and Mrs. Radley. I don't think this game is an accurate version of the Radley's life story because many of the things the children portrayed are most likely gossip and legend, and aside from the Radleys, the town cannot be sure of the true story.
· What might be the cause of the laughter from inside the house? 

The laughter might be from Boo inside the house, looking outside, realizing the children's game, and finding it amusing.
Chapter 5

· Describe Miss Maudie Atkinson? How typical is she of Maycomb’s women? What do the children think of her?

Miss Maudie is not really like other women in Maycomb. Miss Maudie thinks for herself and does not gossip with the other women. She is very kind to the children and respects their privacy. The children trust Miss Maudie and respect her yard. Miss Maudie is very kind of the children and makes them cakes during the summer. 
When Miss Maudie's house burns down, she does not become overly upset. Instead she says she will just build a better house. She always looks on the bright side of things. 

· What does Miss Maudie tell Scout about Boo? How does this compare with what Scout already believes?

Miss Maudie tells Scout the truth about Boo Radley. She explains how Boo got in trouble with some teenagers and, in a plea bargain with the judge, was locked up in his father's house for pretty much of his life. Miss Maudie explains how Boo had stabbed his father in the leg with scissors. 

Before talking to Miss Maudie, Scout thought that Boo was a freak who ate squirrels and stalked children. Miss Maudie helps Scout understand that Boo is a human being with a sad past.
· Scout claims that “Dill could tell the biggest ones” (lies) she ever heard. Why might Dill have told such lies?

Dill was lonely. He tells lies because he wants other people to like him and want to spend time with him. The lies he tells are designed to make himself sound interesting, so people will want to be with him. Possibly, he can't face the truth of his own life, either. He bounces around from family member to family member... like no one really wants him around.
· What reasons does Atticus give for the children not to play the Boo Radley game? Do you think he is right? Why? 

Atticus catches the children and orders them to "stop tormenting that man" with either notes or the "Boo Radley" game. As an adult, Atticus can see the real hurt the game may be causing. In a quiet way, he reminds the children that "What Mr. Radley does is his own business." So Atticus has taught the children as lesson about respecting other people. This foreshadows a lesson he will try to to teach the town of of Maycomb by defending Tom Robinson.
Chapter 6

· Why does Scout disapprove of Jem and Dill’s plan of looking in at one of the Radleys’ windows?

Scout disapproves because she is scared that Boo will hurt them or that they will get into trouble with Atticus again.
· What does Mr. Nathan Radley know about the intruders in his garden? Why does Miss Stephanie refer to a “negro” over whose head Mr. Nathan has fired?

Nathan Radley believes the intruder in his garden was a Negro, and he meant to scare him by firing his shotgun
· Why does Dill’s explanation of Jem’s state of dress almost land him in trouble?
Dill lies and tells everyone that they were playing strip poker which is the reason Jem is not wearing any pants, but playing cards is not allowed, so he changes his story and says they were playing strip poker with matchsticks
Chapter 7

· When Jem tells Scout about getting his trousers back, he tells her of something strange. What is this?

Jem tells Scout that when he went back for his pants, they were folded across the fence like someone was expecting that he'd come back for them. They were also sewed up all crooked.
· Can you find any evidence that Jem is beginning to understand more than Scout about Boo Radley? What do you think this is?

I think Jem thinks Boo Radley was the one that sewed up his pants and laid them across the fence and thinks Boo is the one leaving presents in the tree. That's when he realizes Boo is lonely and wants to help Jem and scout
· Does Jem still fear the gifts in the tree? Give reasons for your answer.

No I don't think he does fear them anymore because he is brave enough to write a letter to a person leaving the gifts. He is upset because Mr. Radley filled the tree with cement.
· When the children plan to send a letter to the person who leaves the gifts, they are prevented. How does this happen? Who does it, and why might he do so? 

The children are prevented by sending the letter to the person who leaves the gifts because Mr. Radley filled up the hole with cement. He says he plugged the tree up because it was sick, but I think it was because Mr. Radley wanted to stop communication between the children and BOO.
Chapter 8

· Why does Scout quiz Atticus about his visit to the Radley house? How much does Atticus tell her?

Atticus went to the Radley house because Mrs. Radley passed away. She wanted to see if he saw Boo but he didn't say much other than "NO"

Atticus tells scout only that the father had died

· What is the “near libel” which Jem puts in the front yard? How do Miss Maudie and Atticus react to it?
Scout makes the snowman look like Mr. Avery. Atticus and Miss Maudie laugh about it with each other calling it a morphodite.
· Why does Atticus save Miss Maudie’s oak rocking chair?

Atticus saved the rocking chair because it was significant to Miss Maudie
· When Atticus asks Scout about the blanket around her shoulders, what does Jem realize?

Jem realizes that while the kids were watching the fire, Boo came up and put the blanket around scout to warm her. He also realized they could've seen Boo nut missed him and boo was protecting are caring for them
· Explain what Atticus means by telling Jem not to let his discovery “inspire” him to “further glory”? Is there any reason why Jem might now do as his father says? 

Atticus does not want Jem’s involvement with Boo any more time. Jem is likely to do what his father says because he has matured up and respects Atticus than before

Chapter 9

· How well does Atticus feel he should defend Tom Robinson? Is it usual for (white) lawyers to do their best for black clients in Alabama at this time?

No, a white lawyer is very unlikely to defend a Negro.
· Scout and Jem have “mixed feelings” about Christmas? What are these feelings and why?

There were minimal things for them to enjoy at Christmas.
· Uncle Jack Finch tells Scout that she is growing out of her pants. What does this mean and why might he say it?

This is a saying meaning she is growing to be cocky. 

· When Francis talks to Scout he reveals an unpleasant feature of Aunt Alexandra. What is this?

That she is a person who talks behind the backs of others.
· Does Scout learn anything from overhearing Atticus’ conversation with Uncle Jack? What might this be?

Scout realizes that she disappoints him.
· Read the final sentence of this chapter. Explain in your own words what it means and why it might be important in the story. 

Scout is saying that she didn't know that her uncle was trying to teach her a lesson

Chapter 10

· Scout says that “Atticus was feeble”. Do you think that this is her view as she tells the story or her view when she was younger? Does she still think this after the events recorded in this chapter?
She thinks this is her view when she was younger.
· In this chapter Atticus tells his children that “it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird”. What reason does he give for saying this?

Because a mockingbird is so innocent
· Why does Heck Tate not want to shoot Tim Johnson?

Because they share memorable moments
· Near the end of this chapter Atticus cuts off Heck Tate as he is speaking to Jem. What might Heck have been about to say, and why would Atticus want to stop him from saying it?

Heck Tate might have told Jem that he was one of the deadliest shots in Maycomb, but Atticus cuts him off for saying that because he doesn't like to enlist bragging rights. Atticus wants to display a humble, modest character.
· Jem and Scout have different views about telling people at school how well Atticus can shoot. Explain this difference. Which view is closer to your own? 

Jem wants to keep it a secret as Atticus intended it to be out of respect, but Scout spreads news to the whole school to enlist bragging rights about it.  Jem is starting to act more like a gentlemen. Jem's view is the better option because it's better to not know about the information than to know.
Chapter 11

· How does Atticus advise Jem to react to Mrs. Dubose’s taunts?

Atticus told Jem to be a gentleman while handling Mrs. Dubose's taunts. He said not to let them bother him.
· What does Mrs. Dubose say about the children’s mother? How does Jem feel about this?

Mrs. Dubose says it was the children's mother's fault how they were raised without discipline, and didn't like how Atticus did not remarry. Jem threw a tantrum after this and rampaged by stomping on her bushes and breaking Scout's baton.
· What request does Mrs. Dubose make of Jem? Is this a fair punishment for his “crime”?

Mrs. Dubose made Jem read to her every day and Saturdays for two hours. This is not a fair punishment considering she deserved what Jem did to her.
· Explain in your own words what Atticus thinks of insults like “nigger-lover”. How far do you agree with him?

Atticus believes that insults like ******-lover shouldn't affect you. All they do is bring out the true colors of the person who said it.
· Why, in Atticus’ view, was Mrs. Dubose “a great lady”?

Atticus believes Mrs. Dubose is a great lady because she was able to overcome her morphine addiction and die "free".
· Atticus says that Mrs. Dubose is a model of real courage rather than “a man with a gun in his hand”. What does he mean? Do you think he is right?

I think that Atticus is trying to say that overcoming ones struggle in life, knowing the outcome shall remain the same (death) takes a lot of courage. This is true. He is right to a certain extent. But there are men who give their lives in the US military who are men with guns, and they are very courageous.
Chapters 10 and 11 are the last two chapters in the first part of the book. Explain why Harper Lee chooses to end the first part here.
Harper Lee chose to end the first part of the book her because everything Atticus has been teaching them has finally come together. All of the life lessons they have learned are finally clicking. They are more experienced now, and this was just the perfect place to end the first part.

Again, Harper Lee decided to end the first part because of the time jump, or the first part would lead up to the second part later through the book.
